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1 . (currently amended) A device to be fitted on a vehicle wheel^having an 
outer circumference and inner and outer side surfaces, in order to increase 
the friction between the wheel and the road surface during winter conditions, 
the device comprising: 

an endless annular belt made substantially from textile material and 
intended to encircle the outer circumference of the wheel; 

a flexible inner side portion, having an elastic member, which is 
tightened against the inner side surface of the wheel by the elastic member 
when tiwSjfrevice is fitted on the wheel; and 

a flexible outer side portion which is disposed against the outer side 
surface of the wheel when the device is fitted on the wheel, a nd prevent s 
o fl t i r e d a vico from paooi n g over to the i nno f- cido ourfaoo of the whoo l. 

2. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1; wherein an internal 
circumference of the belt is 4-1 0% larger than the outer circumference of the 
wheel - 




(cancelled) 



outer site p*.~t;*n k* j^ £oafi<\«red s* 
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4. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the outer 
side portion of the device is designed to cover substantially the outer side 
surface of the wheel. 

5. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 4, wherein the outer 
side portion of the device is made of a netting material. 

6. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the outer 
side portion of the device has at least one opening, the largest circumference 
of said opening being less than 2.2 times the largest diameter of the wheel. 

7. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the outer 
side portion of the device is provided with radially extending straps. 

8. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1, wherein said 
elastic member comprises a rubber-elastic material which is covered by a 
spun, woven or knitted substantially inelastic thread material, said thread 
material limiting the extensibility of said elastic member. 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein said textile 
material is a woven polyamide. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1 . wherein the belt 
comprises two layers of textile material, one side of each layer being coated 
with a suitable plastic, the two layers being arranged so that the plastic 
coatings contact one another. 

12. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1 . wtierein the belt is 
of a multilayer construction, the outer surface comprising polyester 
multifilament yarn oriented crosswise to the circumferential direction of the 
belt. 
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1 3. (original) A device according to Claim 12, wherein the polyester 
multifilament yarn has a fineness of about 1 1 00 dtex. 

14. (original) A device according to Claim 1 1 , wherein the inner layer of the 
multilayer construction is a different color than that of the outer layer. 

1 5. (original) A device according to Claim 1 4, wherein the layers are made 
of a polyester or polyamide multifilament material. 

16. (original) A device according to Claim 14, wherein the outer and inner 
layers are interconnected by a common yarn system in said circumferential 
direction. 

17. (original) A device according to Claim 16, wherein the said common 
yarn system is made of a polyester multifilament having a fineness of about 
1100 dtex. 

18. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the inside 
of the inner side portion of the device is coated by a low friction coating. 

1 9. (currently amended) A device according to Claim 1 8, wherein said low 
friction coating is one selected from the group consisting of: silicon polymer, 
butadiene rubber, neoprene rubber, and PVC. 

20. (currently amended) A method for fitting a device on a vehicle wheel, 
resting against a road surface, to increase the friction between the wheel and 
the road surface during winter conditions, comprising the steps of: 

providing a device comprising a-feeU-made substantial l y frorrH exffle- 
mate rial 3nd intend X n """^Q tho -tre nd nf tho - wh ool and -Se-hetcHn place 
- fey moo n s of fl e xib l e inner an rl o ute r s i de. pnrt i nnR w hi c ryat-le a o t on tho i nci d o 
eRrwr w i tee l , ib le i ibi u i l ed by means of^n-stastte-meir^ 
annular b el t made su b stantia l ly from t e xtile m a terial and inf p wl o d t o one i ro id 
t ho troad o u t e r c ir cu mfprnnc f* rf " ^ " " 'i "" f l '» P la ft G b v mo stns-of- 
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flex ib l e i rme r -a nd ou ter ciete -ft ort i ons which, ot l oaot - on the in n e *-side-Qfr4fte 
ttrtreeh^te'^fttenetr^ of an el a otio mGm tov-a nd the interna l 

-etfeufflfere nce o f the be ll ia Qt least 4% lar gerthafrthe^arges t c i rcumfe ferree 
«tthe-whee1 an endless annular belt made substantially from textile material 
and intended to encircle the outer circumference of the wheel; a flexible inner 
side portion, having an elastic member, which is tightened^against the inner 
side surface of the wheel by the elastic member when 4hef=£ffevice is fitted on 
the wheel; and a flexible outer side portion which is disposed against the outer 
side surface of the wheel when the device is fitted on the wheel, a nd preven t s 
^nth^-ctevtogtrtmrpass^ the inner oido surfa c e of th e wh eel; 



fitting the inner side portion of the device over the outer circumference 
of the wheel to the inner side surface of the wheel along as much as possible 
of that part of the outer circumference which does not rest against the road 
surface; and 

rotating the wheel by means of the vehicle, whereby the remaining part 
of the inner side portion of the device moves over the outer circumference of 
the wheel to fit on the inner side surface of the wheel and pulls the belt in 
place along the outer circumference of the wheel. 

21 . (new) A device according to Claim 5, wherein the netting material is a 
PVC coated 1 100 dtex polyester multifilament material having a netting 
opening of 2-7mm. 

+Je 0»**r SlJe por+ion Co* fibred ^ Q f^W ^^e 
ushee. \ Cg/\ no* J 
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